NATIONAL TRUST

OUR HERITAGE at RISK NOMINATION

1.
IDENTIFICATION / LOCATION OF HERITAGE @ RISK 

Current Name of Place/Object: Tharwa Bridge
Other Names:

Street Address of Place/Object: Tharwa Drive, Tharwa
Local Government Authority:
ACT Government
Title Details: Lot No:
Vol:    Fol: 

UTM Map Reference:
Sheet:



Date:



Eastings:


Northings:
Latitude: 35 deg 30’ 30” S  Longitude: 149 deg 04’ 14” E
Type of Place/Object: Road and foot Bridge across Murrumbidgee River
Original Owner: NSW government
Current Owner -  Name: ACT government
  Address:  Canberra ACT
Current Occupant: N/A
Architect/Designer: Percy Allan  Builder: Christopher McClure
Construction Date:  1895  Alteration/Additions Date: 1936/37, 1945, 1984, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2008.
Original Use:
Road bridge Current Use: closed to all vehicle and foot traffic
2.
IDENTIFICATION OF CURRENT RISK

Statement of Risk: (a summary of the nature of the risk building on the three criteria below (degree/type/fate)(50 words maximum) 
Due to deterioration of original fabric the bridge has been closed to all traffic. Early this year the ACT Government reversed a decision to replace the bridge and are now repairing the original structure.  It is unclear, however, how much of the original fabric will be retained and how much will be replaces.

Degree of Risk: (one of)

*****

Imminent risk - no solution agreed

**** 

High risk - no solution agreed 

***

High risk - solution agreed but not implemented 

**   

Immediate risk – no solution 

*   

Immediate risk – solution agreed but not implemented

Threats/Risks: (one of)
*****

Destruction
****

Deterioration 

***

Devaluation

**

Damage

*

Disturbance

Fate/outcome 

*****

Saved (and secure, ie, solution agreed & implemented)

****
Stable (not yet saved or secure, ie, solution not yet fully implemented)

***

Surviving

**

Suffering

*
Stuffed (shattered or smashed – Lost, ruined or destroyed)!

3.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  

Statement of Significance (50 words maximum)

The oldest surviving bridge in the ACT, which was the first bridge built with Allan trusses and so is significant in Australian engineering design. The bridge is historically important in the development of the country to the west of the Murrumbidgee and aesthetically significant for its contribution to the village of Tharwa and the surrounding landscape


Elaboration of Criteria as Applicable (if required to substantiate significance)


The bridge is significant in its contribution to the rural landscape on the edge of suburbia and its relationship with the river, the village landscape of Tharwa and the hills beyond.  Since its construction it has been the gateway to the village for Tharwa residents and a focal point for other ACT residents for recreational purposes.

· Aesthetic
The predominately white painted bridge is highly valued for its aesthetic qualities as it is a major element in picturesque landscape of the village of Tharwa and pastoral surrounds of the Lanyon Bowl.  The bridge is the most visible structure on the approach to Tharwa from the east.
· Historic 
The bridge was constructed during a majore development phase for NSW bridges and roads.  The designer of the bridge, Percy Allan, was responsible for more that 550 bridges throughout NSW.  He was appointed Engineer-in-Chief of Bridges in 1896.  In his repertoire are many innovative and remarkable structures including the lift bridger over the Murray at Swan hill and the swing bridge at Pyrmont in Sydney.
· Scientific 
The bridge is a demonstration of an innovative and cost effective late nineteenth century design for long life, maintainability and using Australian hardwoods as the main construction material.  The engineering design was based on new data on the physical properties of these timbers from tests carried out at Sydney University.  The truss design based on this data represents an achievement in economic bridge construction.
· Social
The bridge has important social association with early European settlement within the region, and with prominent pastoral properties and families with the region.  The local community of Tharwa village and other residents of the western bank of the Murrumbidgee River have demonstrated in the past and in the present strong commitment to the retention and continued usage of the bridge.  Canberra resident to the east value the bridge as an entrance to numerous recreational facilities and natural heritage areas on the western side of the Murrumbidgee River.

· Spiritual

· Representativeness

· Authenticity

· Rarity
The design of the bride made use of timber, a material readily available and suited to the construction skills available at the time. Timber is now rarely used in bridge construction as is the form of construction design found in this bridge.
4.
CURRENT HERITAGE RECOGNITION 

National List:



(date entered)  
(ID or Ref number)

Commonwealth List:

Register of National Estate: 

1983


13350
State Heritage Register/Listing: 
1996
National Trust Classification: 
1980
Municipal Listing/Town Planning Scheme:

Other:

5.
DESIRED OUTCOME / VISION
(What would you like to see happen to the place or object if the threat could be removed)

The bridge to be repaired in a manner sympathetic to its heritage fabric, reopened to vehicle traffic, maintained accordingly and continue to be used as a crossing of the Murrumbidgee River into Tharwa village.
6.
PHOTOGRAPHS / DOCUMENTATION 



(max 5 photographs/documents)
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7.
RISK/AMELIORATION REPORT CARD

(refer to report card)

Year:nominated 2007 & 2008

Action: ACT 

Change in Status:

Rating:

