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Port Adelaide Maritime Heritage
Comprising 

Waterside Workers’ Federation Hall, the ketches “Falie” (also known as “Hollands Troaw”) and Nelcebee, 
Customs House, North Bank Marine (slips, dock & surrounding buildings & waterways), and Port Adelaide 
Sailing Club.

High risk of destruction and deterioration

South Australia’s oldest and most significant port•	
Diverse Maritime heritage in one location•	
Social and historic heritage values with high levels of authenticity and integrity •	
Boat building and other traditional waterfront industries are central to identity of the port•	

The Port of Adelaide was one of South Australia’s earliest settlements, and has historically been the major port of entry to the State. Its diverse maritime 
heritage including historic buildings, ketches and waterfront working areas, provides an insight into building techniques and life of the early port. 

THREAT: Lack of appropriate maintenance, and in the case of Port Adelaide Sailing Club and the Waterside Workers Federation Hall, the threat 
of demolition from Port Adelaide waterfront development.
DESIRED OUTCOME/VISION: Urgent maintenance, and where appropriate, Heritage listing. The Port of Adelaide should be developed as a 
Maritime Heritage area featuring the two ketches as visible historic icons.
FATE/OUTCOME: Suffering

Lower Lakes and Coorong, 
Imminent risk of destruction and continuing deterioration

Very high ecological diversity 
Internationally significant wetland  •	
One of Top Six water bird sites in Australia•	
Indigenous cultural heritage values to Ngarrindjeri people•	

As well as being of international significance, the Lower Lakes and Coorong supplies Adelaide’s water and is a 
major tourist and holiday destination. It exemplifies both the cultural, social and ecological values of the Murray Darling River System, of which it is 
part, and the threats the system faces.

THREAT: Lack of flows and excessive salt levels due to regulatory structures, unsustainable water extraction and drought have endangered flora 
and fauna.  Current and proposed actions by the SA government will not address the lack of environmental flows.
DESIRED OUTCOME/VISION: For biodiversity to be restored and conserved, the volume of water reaching the Lower Lakes and Coorong must 
be increased and seasonal flow patterns be at least partially restored. 
FATE/OUTCOME: Suffering

Eastern and southern Australia
Murray Darling Basin
Immediate risk of deterioration and degradation

Australia’s most important river system

The Murray River’s drainage basin covers over 1 000 000 km•	 2, beginning in Queensland and extending 
though NSW, Victoria and South Australia
The Darling River is the longest in Australia with an even larger catchment than the Murray•	
Both river systems support agriculture and a wide variety of ecosystems, and have archaeological, scientific, ecological, Indigenous and European •	
cultural and historic significance

This river system and catchment is the life-blood of much of Australia supplying vital water, agricultural and ecosystem services to Australians, their 
livelihood and their environment. 

THREAT: River flow has been drastically reduced in both systems, ceasing altogether in some places. 95 percent of the Murray is degraded due to 
historical over allocation of water, and only 10 percent of pre-European fish populations remain. 
DESIRED OUTCOME/VISION: Both rivers must be returned to good health. Government, business and community must continue to work 
together to restore the river system.
FATE/OUTCOME: Suffering
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